I am pleased to be here to discuss the topic of vessel source pollution and protection of the marine environment in the Taiwan Strait. I would like to begin with pointing out the area where I'm from-Jinmen (Quemoy) and Xiamen (Amoy), China-two small islands on the western side of the Taiwan Strait. It borders Quanzhou to the north and Zhangzhou to the south. Traveling the narrow waters between Jinmen and Xiamen takes 45 or 50 minutes. Ten boats sail up, and ten boats sail down every day. As a registered resident of Jinmen, Penghu, or Matsu, under the jurisdiction of Taiwan, we are entitled according to the laws of Taiwan to travel freely between these islands and China Mainland. This is the Strait I am going to talk about, the Taiwan Strait. There would be straight baselines as proclaimed by the PRC to enclose all three islands (Jinmen, Wuqiu and Matsu). In the Taiwan area there would be baselines as proclaimed by Taiwan to enclose Taiwan and the Pescadores or Penghu Islands in it (see map). Those three islands, Jinmen, Wuqiu and Matsu, occupied by Taiwan are all within the internal waters of China. But for all these three islands, there are always some space reserved for the Taiwanese vessels and airplanes to freely exit and enter the waters around them. There is an unspoken agreement with the undemarcated medium line exists so vessels of each side are not usually allowed to sail across the medium line in between. That is the basic situation.
The Taiwan Strait situation can be discussed in four legally meaningful parts. One is the territorial sea waters area along the Chinese mainland coast and around the Taiwan islands and the Penghu Islands. The second part is the internal waters around Jinmen, Wuqiu and Matsu islands. Jinmen (Quemoy) and Matsu are very familiar, but Wuqiu is not-it is very small and part of Jinmen County for administrative purposes. Part three is the Penghu Channel internal waters area between the Penghu Islands and the coastal shore of Jaiyi County of the Taiwan Islands. A branch of strong currents lead from here to up to Okinawa
